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© ACQUAINT THYSELF WITH GOD. 
D 'Those who have observed the traces of infinite 
_ wisdom and'power in the works of creation, and 
1d the imperishable evidences of God's 
neem the volume of his. word,—those 
ve pazeed from the gloomy regions of doubt, 
e clear light of -gospel truth—such, though 
rounded by the ordinary and unavoidable evils 
ife, -c: n 1 nger with abiding satisfaction at the 
- wells of 8alvation, and reflect, with indiscribable 
2aSUT ,u] zon the. truth, that He whose nature 1s 
dye, and whose designs are replete with immor- 
ality, 18 the Father of our spirits, and the Savior 
of men. £ 
But, do all enjoy this assurance of divine regard ? 
this grateful 8ense of doing mbraced in the arms 
of impartial Benevolence 2? No—thousands are 
without hope and without God in the world; 
wandering away from him, who invites all his 
needy and guffering children, to come and enjoy 
the rest, which, in the plenitude of his love, he 
has provided for them; and who pleads, like a 
tender parent, with his froward children, to return 
unto him, who will have mercy upon them—to 
that kind Father who will abundantly pardon. 
Hence the necessity, and appositeness of the in- 
junction, *acquaint now thyself with God'—and 
hence the propriety of setting before mankind the 
inducement * thereby good shall come unto thee.” | 
It has been, and 1s, the misfortune of many, to 
entertain 8uch views of the divine character, that 
the more familiar they become with it, the less 
peace do they enjoy. This result is inseparable 
from the views quite extensively prevalent. He 
who roams amidst the wild luxuriance of nature, 
and habitually depends upon the bounty which a 
kind providence ho in his way,—whose preca- 
rious 8ubsistence depends, upon the beneficence 
of him who is seafed upon his throne beyond the 
cloud-capt hill—feels, it may be supposed, a reli- 
gious confidence constantly sprin up in his 
untutored heart, which ripens, as 1t ascends, into 
a natural, and acceptable tribute of veneration and 
gratitude. . The great Spirit who presides in tad: 
unscanned regions of the blest, and whose ethe- 
real presence fills immensity,—who whispers m 
the evening breeze, or thunders in the paxtentous 
cloud, —who rideg. npon the wings of wind, 
and directs, with the finger of his power, the 
trackless course of revolving worlds,—this Being 
is looked upon, by the. unsophisticated mind, as 
the Father and Friend of his offspring. 
But those in whose bosoms have become extinct 
the generous and confiding emotions of nature— 
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_ _ — 
who have bartered away the hopes which sprin 

up eternal in the human breast, for the doubts an 

fears engendered by unnatural and unscriptural 
systems of theology, stand in need of all the as- 
s1stance that benevolence can render, that they 
may be made acquainted with God, _ awd be at 
peace. - Por, 80 long as error holds it allowed 
8way over their minds, it is impossibFe that good 
shall come unto them. While in this 81tuation all 
is dark, and gloomy, and appalling. Let a smiling 
world put on its most delightful dress,—let the 
earth be adorned with living green,—let flowers 
ornament the landscape,—let the air be loaded 
with frrgrance,—let the birds carol their raptur- 
ous 8ongs, on boughs bending to the refreshing 
breeze,—all this availeth nothing to the heart that 
knows not God. "This earth; this harmony of 
heaven-taught nature ; the orient beams of day,— 
the grateful shades of evening,—the profusion 
gcattered around us, by the hand divine,—all this 
weighs heavily upon the heart that knows not, and 
feels not,thatthese blessings emanate fromthe great, 
uncorrupted and incorruptible Source of all good- 
ness. 'To the heart thus oppressed with its own ig- 
norance, the earth is a thing accursed, and nature 
the apostate child of rebellous parents. - Our af- 
fections,—alas, they are poisoned, depraved, and 
deplorably corrupt. _Our feelings,—alas, they 
gpring from the wreck of a ruined constitution. Our 
degires,—alas, they are the fruits of irreclaimable 
depravity, Our hopes,—alas, they are the 8ick- 


ening proofs of our stupidity, and the precursors © 


of eternal wo! 'This I say, is the case with tho 


who know not God. And even this glance at their * | 


condition,” will suffice to convince us, that there is 
need of their being urged to acquaint themselves 
with him. 

But here the inquiry arises,—is there anything 
in the character of God, which, when known, 
will afford peace to the considerate mind. Are 
we quite sure, that when we are made acquainted 
with him, our anxiety, and trouble of mind will 
come to an end. Yes,—we are quite confident, 
that the more we know of the true and living God, 
the greater will be our peace of mind ; for to know 
him, is life eternal. When we know him we 
shall love him ; and perfect love casteth out fear. 
When we love him, we shall keep his command-' 
RG, and great peace have they who love his 
aw. 

'Fhat we may see the reasonableness of these 
statements, let us call to mind, im the first place, 
the interesting fact, that God is our Father. He 
hath created of one blood all nations of men, to 
dwell on all the face of the earth. He is the fa- 
ther of the'spirits of all flesh; and 80 much does 
he delight in having us recognize this interesting | 
and endearing relationship, that we are all com- 
manded to address him in our prayers, as our 
Father who art in heaven. Now, in this fact, is 
furnished a good and 8ubstantial reason, why we 
'should put our confidence in him, and why peace 


like a river from his throne, should make glad the 
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eity of God. How can we fail of being at peace 
with him, and with all the. world, whenever we 
contemplate the relationship*which he has kindly 
established between himself and 'us? Does it 


not atford us much pleasure to know that we have 


had earthly parents who sought, with untiring as- 
$:duity, and faithfulness, to provide for us ? Did 
it not afford us great peace to know, that, when we 
were too feeble, and too inexperienced, to take 


care of ourselves, their watchful eyes were upen: 


us, and their kind anxiety led them to labor and 
endure everything in our behalf? When repos- 
ing our wa ied Timbe beneath the paternal roof, 
did it not-afford us much happiness to know, that 
we. were ge died to their kindness for the con- 
8ciousness of security which peryaded our minds ? 
But how much more delightful is the considera- 
tion, that there is One in heaven, who careth for 
us; who never slumbers nor sleeps; whose kind 
mercies are always over u3 ; who wlll never leave 
nor forsake us. 

Perhaps our earthly parents have already left us, 
perhaps they repose in the grave; or, if not, they 
are liable to be taken away from us, 80 that we 
ghall be left alone in this wide and unfriendly 
world! But death cannot rob us of our immortal 
and invisible Father. —No darkness, nor distance, 
nor times, nor years, can separate us from him. And 
it should also be recollected, that God is a good 
father; and that he is constantly 8eeking to pro- 
mote our enjoyment. Who can doubt this, on 
beholding the proofs of his goodness, which are 
gpread around us in rich profusion. How many 
things there are, calculated to administer to our en- 
Joy ment, our peace, and to the satisfaction and com- 
fort of our minds! And it should also be borne 
. in mind, that our heavenly father is infinitely mer- 
ciful,—and how can this thought have a place in 
our minds, without occazioning us to enjoy that 
| hen-* of God which passeth all underﬆanding ? 

If he is merciful, how 800n does it lead us to the 
conclusion, that he will never harm us,—that he 
w1ll never s8uffer any calamity, or trial, to come 
upon us, that shall not: be overruled for our good. 
Is he merciful, —how certain we feel, that all our 
miseries, and toils, and sins, shall have an end. 

Another consideration, which should be suffer- 
ed to have its proper influence upon our minds, 
is this, viz. that God is a just and holy being. Let 
us not be alarmed at the idea, that He with whom 
we have to do, is just. We 8hould have much 
more to fear were 1t possible for him to be other- 
wise. Let him mark our iniquities ever 80 strictly, 
iet him punish us ever 80 s8everely, it is, neverthe- 
less, well for us that we are in his hands; for he 
can make 8uitable allowances for the infirmities of 
our nature, and the force of unfavorable circum- 
stances; he can scan our motives, and read our 
hearts; and he knows how much it will be neces- 
8ary to punish, 1n order effectually to reclaim us. 
If we have done wrong, it may be a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God ;—but 
whether right or wrong, it would be far worse to 
fall out of his hands. We may well adopt the 
8entiment of the Psalmist, and say, *O, let us fall 
" into the hands of God, rather than into the hands 
of man.' For why should we fear the punishment 
which he may 8ee proper to inflict upon us, when 
he  punishes bis offspring for their good? It is 
—_onebly true, that if we entertain just views 
of the righteousness of God, we 8hall be glad that 
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his eye is upon us, and that he will never suffer us 
to go. unpunished, when we transgress his com- 
mands. | 

It will also contribute greatly to our peace, to 
know that God 1s love, —that his love is boundless 
and impartial. Who can reflect upon this divine 
theme, without being at peace? Did he-wait to 
have his erring creatures make a display of their 
regard for him, before he loved them? No,—he 
loved them even while they were his enemies ; 
he commended his love towards them wh 
they were yet sinners! O,, what a holy es 
pervades the human mind, when it_ dwells 
on the thought, that we are all "the obje 
of divine affection, What a soukghrmng re- 
flection it is, that sinful creatures may aspiri 
to the honor -of an alliance with sui g! 
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How much it raises us, in the scale of being, F: 
to have 8uch a father, and to be the objects of * 


his kind regard, and parental love} Q, 
s0uls have this theme to dwell upon, and * 
enjoy that peace, and that heaven-born « 
tion, which the world can neither give 1 
away. ; be." 
These and similar reflections, (which mi 
indulged indefinitely) will s8erve to convince u 
how important it is for us to acquaint ourgelves 
with God. * We cannot but. see, and feel, tha 
much,—very much of our happiness, depends u 
on a wise improvement of all our powers and fac- 
ulties, in trying to know the character © 
heavenly Father. L. $, E. 


*UNIVERSALIST EXPOSITOR.” 


Our readers will find, on another page of this 
number, a notice of the arrangement which has 
been made 1n relation to the * Universalist Expos- 
itor,” The article which announces the fact that 
the editors of this paper have become the propri- 
etors of the Expositor, and intend o umte the 
two publications, was* written, and put in type, 
8everal weeks ago. Soon after the purchase was 
made, events transpired which seemed to justify a 
delay of that notice ; and now, that there may be 
no misunderstanding of the facts of the case, the 
following additional particulars are respectfully 
submitted to the public gewerally, and to the 
friends and former patrons of- the Expositor in 
particular. 

As early as May last, the Editors of this paper 
conferred with the publishers of the Expositor in 
relation to its prospects, with a view of aiding 
them in their laudable endeavors to extend its 
circulation ; or, in case they should not meet with 
8ufficient encouragement to enable them to con- 
tinue it without pecuniary loss, to obtain a trans- 
fer of their s8ubscription list, with a view of ren- 
dering ©'The Universalist' an acceptable 8ubstitute. 
About that time renewed exertions were made to 
extend the circulation of the work, but, up to the 
time of the transfer of the establishment, only 
about three hundred subscribers remained, —a 
number quite too 8mall to cover the necessary ex- 
pense of the publication. It is true that Conven- 
tions and Ass80ciations had voted in its favor; but 
that kind of patronage neither made up antece- 
dent losses, nor afforded any adequate ass8urance 
that the publishers would be remunerated for fu- 
ture exertions. Under thege circumstances we 


became the purchasers of the establishment, for 
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which we gave the sum of fifty dollars, with the 
hope of being able to retain, as subscribers for 
:'The Universalist* most of-those who had gener- 
ously extended their aid to the *Expositor*, and 
with the express anderstanding, that (as will be 
geen by the tenor of the transfer on another page) 
the two papers were to be united. Immediately 
after we had closed the contract, a note was re- 
ceived from one of the former editors of the Ex- 
positor, written in behalf of Rev. 'T. Whittemore, 
Mr. G,"W. Bazir, and himself, offering us the 
8um we had given for it. The earliest opportunity 
was embraced to confer with him on the snabject; 
and the buginess has been kept open for discussion 
__ _ from that time to the present, with the hope that 
_ [8 arrangement might be made which should be 
"x factory to all, whereby the continuance of the 
work, under more fayorable auspices, might be 
gecured. No 3uch arrangement has heen made. 
Feeling ourselves unable to 8hare the risk of con- 
tinuing it, and in view of the conditions on which 
we obtained the work, it has been deemed advisa- 
' ble to cons8nmmate the union originally contem- 

lated. We should regret the necessity which 
verge one g8ense, compelled us to -adopt this 


neagure, were it not for the hope that *'The Uni- 
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for a elaborate work, until the time arrives 
when the public shall feel sufficient interest in a 
publication of that peculſfar character, to render it 
the support it needs. 

In view of all the facts of, the case, we have 
come to the conclusion that a paper like this may 
be made to supply for the present the wants of the 
denomination. And, should our encouragement 
'warrant the undertaking, we shall, in addition to 
unwearied efforts to render the present volume of 
*'The Universalist * highly useful and interesting 
to all classes of readers, at the commencement of 
the next yeaxs increase the number of pages to 
8Ixteen, weekly. Jt will then make a volume of 
eight hundred and thirty-two pages of this size, 

| contain more than four times the quantity of 
reading that is contained in a volume of the 
*Expositor,” and will be sufficiently- capacious to 
contain as many elaborate articles as may be 
necessary, and algo an interesting variety of 
ghorter pieces. We do not hesitate to say, that, 
by 8uch an arrangement, the wants of the denom- 
ination can be well 8upplied; and -8uch is the 
.state of things in regard to this paper, that we 
feel authorized in assuring our readers that the 
best talents of the order 8hall find ample room 
in our columns. and that, from expressions of 
friendship on the part of -our brethren, already 
received, and the uprightness of our intentions, 
we have reason to hope that such aid will be ren- 
dered us, as 8hall make *The Universalist* pre- 
eminently gerviceable to. our already large, and 
rapidly-increasing denomination. 
| EprToRs. 


NEW BIRTH. Y 
«Except a man be of water and of the spirit, he can- 

not enter the kingdam of God. John iii. 5. 

What does our Lerd here mean by being born 
of water and of the spirit? He means the same 
as John does, when he says that Christ shall bap- 
tize with the Holy Ghost and fire. Fire and wa- 
ter-are only similitudes to represent the purifying 


list? will serve as an acceptable substitute 
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influence of the Holy Spirit on the heart and affec- 
tions of man. Water-and fire are used in the 
process of cleansing and purifying—and are fitly 
chosen to represent the purifying influence of the 
divine 8pirit on the human heart. When John 
gaid that Christ should baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and fire, he did not mean that Christ should 
baptize with literal fire, but that the Holy Spit 
like fire, should cleanse them. So when Christ 
gays, we must be born of water and of the Spint, 
he means that we must be born of the epint, 
which shall purify our hearts, as water does our 
bodies. This water, of which our Lord says we 
must be born, is the 8ame of which he 8peaks to 
the woman of Samaria at the well of Jacob, in the 
next chapter. He says to her; *If thou knewest 
the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, 
give me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water.” He 
told the woman, that those who drank of. the wa- 
ter from the well of Jacob should thirst again, but 
those who drank of the water which Ys ave 
should not thirst again, but the water should be 
in him a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life. This is the water of which we ought to 
be born, it is the water which springs up into 
everlasting life, and not s8uch water as was drawn 
from the well of Jacob, and such as flowed in Jor- 
dan with which John baptized. The water of 
which we 8|hould be born, is such as Christ had to 
give when he steod in the great day of the feast 
and cried, *if any man thirst let im come unto 
me and drink ; it is that pure river of water of life, 
which the Revelator 8aw proceeding out of the 
throne of God and the Lamb. The prophet says 
in Is. xii. 3. *With joy shall ye draw water 
out of the wells of salvation. We ought to be 


born of this water which is drawn out of the wells 


of 8alvation. Be careful, reader, that you do 
not mistake, and be born of the water drawn from 
the wells of damnation. When you see people 
8ad and dejected, gloomy and unhappy, when they 
are drawing water out of their spiritual wells, you 
may be satisfied, that either they cannot get as 
much water as they want, or that which they do 
get is not good. In Ps. xlvi. 4. we read, There 
18 a river the streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God.” 'This river is water drawn from the 
wells of salvation, it is the river mentioned by 
Ezekiel, *which no man can pass over; and every 
thing 8hall live whither the river cometh.” Of 
this water, and of the Holy Spirit of truth and 
righteousness we ought to be born. 'This water 
which 8prings up into everlasting life, which is a 
well of salvation, which 1s a river that no man can 
pass over, represents the divine grace, love and 
mercy of our Supreme Father. John eays, *God 
is love. And Isaiah says, in his xxxin. chapter 
218t verse, * The glorious Lord will be unto vs a 
place of broad rivers and streams.” These broad 
rivers and streams, are the broad rivers and 
streams of love. Love, then, is the water of 
which we 8hould be born. The Holy Spirit of 
heavenly love ought to -sanctify our affections— 
cleanse us from all ungodliness, and *make us a 
peculiar people zealous of good works. 'The 
scripture 8ays, © God is n fountain of living water— 
God is love.” Love is then a fountain of living 
water—and & fountain of living water 1s Jove. . 
To be born of God is to be born into his spmitfor”” 
love; it is to drink deeply at his fountain of divine 
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mercy. 'These living-waters of heavenly love will 
wash away the fo ins of -hatred from our 
hearts, and teach us to love God with all our 
souls, mind, might, and strength, and our neigh- 
bors as ourselves, God, in the scriptures, is cal- 
led both & fountain of living water and a consum- 
ing fire; still he is love. The reason why these 
lifferent titles are given him is, the divine spirit 
of love, like living water and a consuming fire, 
will cleanse us from all iniquity, and consume all 
ungodliness, 'This is the fire with which Christ 
baptizes, and is the living water of which he s8ays, 
we must be born. 'That this is the case I am con- 
fident that I can satisfy every reader who believes 
in the scriptures. John is the one who records 
our text, which requires of us the new birth z how 
did John- understand our Lord concerning this 
birth? We learn this by turning to his lst epis- 
tle 3d chap. 7, 8, verses, * Beloved, let us love 
one another: for love is of God; and every one 
that loyeth .is born of God, and knowgth God. 
He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is 
love. Woe can all understand in what John be- 
heved the new birth consists. It is to be born 
into the spirit of heavenly love. He 8ays — Ey- 
ery one that loveth is born of God. St. Peter's 
opinion appears to correspond with that of Johm. 
See his l1st epistle 1. 22, 23. Seeing ye have 
purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren; 
see that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently : being born again, not of corruptible 
8eed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, 
which liveth and abideth forever.” 

It is evident from this, that St. Peter beheved 
that the souls of thoge to whom he wrote had 


W been purified by the spirit of unfeigned love, and 


that this is being born again, not of corruptible 
8eed; and he therefore exhorts them to *love one 
another with a pure heart fervently.' John s8ays 
again in his first epistle, v. 1. © Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.” 
How are we to know a true christian believer, a 
faithful follower of Christ, for 8uch an one is born 
of God? - Is there any way to determine this 
question ? _ Yes, it is ansgwered by our Lord him- 
8elf as follows: see John xiii, 35. * By this 8hall 
all men-know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another. One who believes that 
 Jesus 1s Christ is born of God; but love is the 
test whether a man is a true believer in, and fol- 
lower of Christ or not. 'To. believe in Christ, is 
to'believe in his divine , mission, and in his doc- 
trine ; and no person can believe . this fully and 
feelingly without loving. No man, can. under- 
8tand the divine compassion which the gracious 
Redeemer at all times. manifested 'to a sinful, 
rebellious world—no man can believe: his com- 

ionate words, when he 8ays, that he came 
into the world not to condemn the world, but. that 
the world through him 
he was lifted up from the earth, he would draw all 
men unto him; no man can Os feelingly and 
understandingly believe this without being born 
of God. 'The moment he. begins to believe, he 
begins to love ; and as 800n as the Sun of Right- 
eousness shines into his heart with the blaze of 
heaven's compassion and tender mercy, his belief 
is egtablished, his heart is full of love, and he is 
bortwof God. He can ay with all his 8oul as: St. 
John did, *We love God because he first loved 


rs 


might be 8aved,—that if 
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than a 8enseless block of 
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the arctic ice, carry him 1 
mighty love and. goodness, 7 
be melted into the meek child-of penitence ; 
ice-cold heart will be exchanged for a 8oul over- 
flowing with love. He believes that Jegug is the 
Christ, he loves and is born of God, © He loves 
with a pure heart fervently. God's love has led 
him to repentance. ; WS 3 
The doctrine of the new birth, will be-opposed; 
but not by the truly regenerated heart— 
soul of hatred always did and always wi 
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posed to love. Hatred breathes out threate 
We now have 8et before our readers the gcriptures 
doctrine of the new birth, and you all unders 
that to realize this | birth, our hearts mus 
cleansed with the living waters of divine love, and © 
be imbued with the spirit of truth and _ 
ness. *Love worketh no ill to its. | 
Let love be without disslr ION. © 
loveth is born of God.” -. .- 
The scriptures no where 8ay that we 
lieve that we are by nature totally* 
that we are naturally. enemies to Ge 
enemies to us, in order to be born of God; | 
do not 8say we must believe in the trinity tobe 
born of God. They do not say that we muet be- 
lieve in endless misery, to be born of God. Þ..- | 
we must believe in Chris, and be ruled in hes 
and conduct, by the pure spirit of love. Christ 
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'8ay8, * By this shall all men know that ye are my 


disciples if ye have love one for another.” He 
does not say, by this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples if ye believe in the endless 
misery of part of mankind, and if you yourselves: 
are willing to be damned for the glory of God. 
Such is not the criterion by which our Lord de- 
8ignates his disciples. * Faith which works by 
love,” is the badge of the true chrisgan;. and that 
faith ought to be more powerfully taught in our 
conduct than in our words: - St. Paul says, * In 
Jesus Christ neither circumcision nor uncirtum- 
cision availeth any thing, but faith which worketh 
by love. Love is the essence of all true religion, 
and without it man can no more worship 

rble. Love is the 
only principle in the universe which can stop the 

ng of iniquity. 

The phrases *born again, gnd *© born. of God, 
are peculiar to St. John the evangelist. He uses. 
them three times in his gospel, and five times in 
his first epistle. In his gospel he fmentions them, 


in the 1st chap. 13th verse ; 3d chap. 3d, 5th and 
7th verses. In Tag th epistle, 3d chap. 3th verse ; 
4th chap. 7th verse ; 5th chap. 1st, 4th and 18th 
verses. St. Peter mentions this subject once in 
his 1st, epistle, L. 23. 'These are the only pas- 
Sages in all the. Bible where these phrases are 
used ; the most of them we have already qr 
and the others are in perfect harmony with those 
already adduced. | 
Candid reader, if you will oorelully 
pas8ages concerning the new birth, you will be 
perfectly eatisfied, that the sentiments of endless 
wrath, and eternal wo, have no agreement with 
them. Christ *8ays, in a few verses below the 
text, © Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must 
be Don. al "i here is & must in this 
what our Saviour says. mus} take place, we 
dare not say never will take place, 4 'B, W, 


peruse these 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHRISTIAN. 


It would seem'that one of: the characteristizs 
of the real christian, is, a firm and unwav 
belief in Christ as the Savior of the whole wor] 
—=_ lest it should be thought that 

ill here state, explicitly, that we 
10. to deny the christian 
 those who cannot, believe to the full ex- 
tent of our own creed in this respect. I mention 
this fact, to show that thoze who have charged us 
with being aliens from the household of faith, on 
- account of the views we entertain of the final 
_ | guccess of our Savior's mission, have done unjustly 
by us. I wish it could be impressed- upon the 
of our'religious brethren, that by going a 
"atop or two beyond the limits of popular creeds, 
\ we do not necessarily forfeit our claims upon the 
name of christians. 

Another characteristic of the true christian, is 
- & wy pp mg gense of his dependence 

upon 4 

a Savior 


nd his strong reliance upon Christ as 
distinguished Peter and John as 


the Ne Chrithin iples of Jesus. Hear what they or 
This (Christ).is the stone which was et at nought 
y Cealdors which is become the head of the 
bx. Neither is their 8alvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we mnst be saved.” Paul, 
861d the game. By "pores are Fe 8aved, through 
faith, and That not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest any man 8hould . ? 
And this ? hes us to unders that the true 
digciple of Christ is distinguished by his recog- 
nition of two principles, or.facts,—first the grace 
of God as the only effectual means of salvation— 
8econdly this 8ame grace as an effectual and all- 
sufficient means of salvation. And 80 notorious 
is all this, that nothing would surprise us more 
than to' hear.g christian say, that his reliance is 
placed upon something which he had done him- 
self, or 8omething which he expects. to do. A 
person holding to such an idea, would be excom- 
municated from almost any church in christen- 
dom, as one who Foprons Res in the faith. 

There is another characteristze of the true 
christian which mugt not be forgotten, I allnde 
to his firm belief in the doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, and a blissful immortality. He 
believes, not only in the resurrection of mankind, 
but he regards Christ's resurrection as the ex- 
ample-and or of the future immortality of all 
mankind. He be 


heves that *as in Adam all die, / 


even 80 in-Christ shall all be made alive. He be- 
heves that ©the trumpet shall sound, that; the dead 
8hall be raised, and- we 8hall be changedt'—that 
* this mortal shall put on immortality,” and' that 
* death 8hall be swallowed hs Se vietory.” Nor 
is this all. He believes that in the regurrection 
state, we 8hall be like the angels of God—that it 
, to 8peed our way, with 

pugh the boundless re- 


arms once encircled him, 


% 
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affection—with them, and blood-washed millions 
> 706 apa and praise the God of this salva- 
| -Again—the real christian is distigguished from 
all other men by his conduct, his walk and con- 
versation. 'There is a fearlessness, a bold inde- 
pendence about him, which gives the world to 
understand that he had imbibed the sentiments 
of one who endured the pains of martyrdom, in 
attestation of his sincerity, and who degpised the 
8hame of the cross. 'The christian knows no pol- 
icy, but to act up to the dictates of his honest 
judgment and feelings—no fear, but the fear of 
offending against the infinite goodness of God, 
and the dictates of his own conscienee—no 8er- 
vitude, but a willing obedience to him whose 
yoke is- easy, and 'whose burden is light. In a 
word, he is actuated by high and holy considera- 
tions, and is animated by hopes which rest upon 
the broad and eternal foundation of omnipotent 
love—hopes which afford en COn80- 
lation here, by yielding him the assurance of im- 
mortal joys hereafter. . 

Buch are some of the distingnishing traits in 
the chnistian's character. I do not say that any 
of us come up to this standard ; but TI do say that 
we ought to come up to it. There 8hould be a 
fervor in our devotions which shall evince our gin- 
cerity—a warmth in ofr attachments to the cause 
of truth, which nothing can cool—a benevolence 
and circumspection in our conduct which shall 
compel the world to take knowledge of us that 
we have been with Christ—and that we have 
been his humble and obedient disciples. There 
should be a power and pathos in our advocacy 
of the great doctrines of the gospel, which should 
cause a Felix to tremble, and an Aggrippa almost 
to become a christian—and-a singleness and s8im- 
pheity of heart which shall show the world the 
efficacy of our faith. L. 9. E. 


ROCKINGHAM ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this association took 
place on Wednesday of last week, and the 8es- 
810N was continued, according to the usual custom 
of the denomination, through the succeeding day. 
Thirteen ministering brethren were present, and 
took part in the public 'services of the occasion, 
and in the deliberations of the council. The 
greatest degree of harmony and good feeling 
prevailed. 'The congregations were very large 
and respectable. Six discourses were delivered 
on the occasion, The first was by Br. Farns- 
worth—the occastonal discourse, It was a well 
written, and highly interesting production, worth 
the head and heart of its Line: The secon 
by Br. T. Whittemore increased the interest felt 
by the congregation in the cause of truth, and ex- 
ented new desires in every honest heart, to have 
the word of God distinetly read, and nniversally 
understood. The third by Br. L, R. Paige was 
an able and logical exposition of the Con- 
troverted subject of man's disobedience and de- 
pravity, and an effectual refutation of several er- 
'rors which have — plexed and injured the 
'minds of christians. e fourth, was delivered as 
a "part of the ordination services of Br. W. A. 
Stickney, by the writer of this article. The fit 
was by our highly reapectod Br. 8. Streeter, and 
[produced a glow of christian feeling and heart 


* 
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80, if they would make 
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folt joy and gratitude, which. it is the privi 
mo 


had transpirgd since he, more than twenty years 
ago, had raised his voice, and borne his testimo- 
ny, to that people, was felicitous, and. touching 
beyond description, and will long be remember- 
ed by all who heard, and have hearts to feel. 
Br. D. Smith gave the concluding discourse. Tt 
fully 8ustained the emotions produced by the pre- 
vious exercises of the occasion, and came from a 
heart warmed by the love of heaven. 'The ser- 
vices of these two happy days were, throughout, 
such as, we humbly trust, the God of all grace 
approves and will bless. 

uch is a brief sketch of our proceedings—the 
filling up of the outlines can be done: by none 
others than those who partook of the joys of the 
occasion, For one, I can truly say. that.no meet- 
ing of the kind, that I have ever attended, has 
been more interesting. And it is not umprobable 
that it will be followed by highly beneficial re- 
gults. It cannot be otherwise. Hearts not a few 
beat in unison-<kindred 8ouls mingled in the sac- 
rifice of thanksgiving and praise their holiest as- 
pirations—and a deep and rational devotion per- 
vaded the congregation. It is therefore morally 


certain that good has been done in the name of| be thought that any doctrine originating 


Jesus. 

The doctrine of God's boundless goodness has 
been considered as a barren and unfruitful doc- 
trine—as a sentiment calculated to lull the con- 
8cience into a state of dangerous security, and 
render dormant the human affections. 'Dhat was 
a Capital mistake. And people would find it to be 
emselves acquainted 
with the nature and tendency of it. There is a 
life, and a power, and a pungency, in the doctrine 
of impartial benevolence, which can be found in 
no other doctrine; at least we think 80, and in 
this case we s8peak from experience. We have 
never yet seen the whole of its glorious effects — 
we never 8hall, until the abodes of eternal bless- 
edness are filled with a ransomed world, by that 
grace which it recognizes—but enough has been 
Been, and felt, and enjoyed, to convince. at least 
one, that no sentiment can be more replete with 
the life-giving power of truth and love than ours. 
Let those who think otherwise *come and 8ee.” 

L. $. E. 


'The Circular of this meeting of the Ass80cia- 


tion, by Br. Page, we 8hall publish next vo 
DS. 


THE EFFECTS OF THE GOSPEL. 
The Gentiles heard the , gs and were glad. 
"This was just what might be expected ; for the 
ospel -is * glad tidings,' and is calculated to fill 
e hearts of those who: believe it with joy, and 
peace. Nor 80 with error. 'The more people 
listen to that, the greater is their uneasiness and 
unhappiness. Sorrow of heart.is the ligitimate 
consequence of an erroneous faith. It 1s error 


that torments the soul—to that may be imputed | 


the worst sufferings of a sinful world. Or if the 


of error does in any case afford satisfac- | the 


tion to the human heart, it must be owing to:80me 

c_ and ———_—_ corruption of its affections. 
It is not | 

:80 influenced by injudicious training, as to 


* 


enied. that. the human heart may Þ excellent. Thus the 
e 


of | in that which would otherwise afflict it most deep. 
on earth to experience but seldom—alas, | | | Fr ; 
but too geldom. In his allusions to events which | will exert & most permcious- 


| a5 von Being creatures of tion we may 
| ht to a condition in which our natural 
| oragt, Ne may. be-woght——aand eiialy”. 
corrupt. e ma Ee ly— 
to disregard the Ltoctota and the happinens o 
others, and thus abridge our own. 'There have, 
doubtless, been instances not a few, in*which 
persons naturally 8usceptible of fine impressions 
and noble feelings, have become 80 changed from 
what they were, to what they ought pot to be, 
that IDO _— oo eng Po in the' con- | 
templation ood, and carnage, and angry 
and malignant demons. Andes be mentor 
ed as an evidence of this, that some have 
brought to a condition in which they can comple- | 
cently anticipate the EY of their 
fellow creatures in a world without end. ' 


But never was there a natural, unsophisticated, 
feeling, or benevolent heart, but rejoiced on ve 


ing *good — of great joy which be'unto 
all people.* This is the 1; and this is one 
of its good effects. It gladdens, comforts, econ- 
80les, renews, and Pre the heart. It fills t] 

soul with food-and gladness: Let it not th 


in the 
love of God, is, or can be, too good to be true. 
Let it, rather, be considbred as among the proofs 
of its correctness, that it is calculat#d to make 
glad the Zion of God. L. S. E. 


| THE GLEANER. 


Writings of Thomas Gross. 

OF THE DIVINE LAW. 
The 8puituality of the law. This differs from 
the letter, as much as loye to an«object. differs 
from an outward compliment where love is real- 
ly wagons, # For instance; the letter says, * thou 
Shalt not kill.” 'Fhis letter is obeyed, if we do 
not actually kill the body of any man; but in the 
Spirit of this law, we are murderers, if we hate a 
man 1n our hearts, although we have done his 
body no injury ; for, he that hateth his brother, is 
a murderer.” So *he that looketh on a woman to 


love to him, and 80 fulfil the letter ; but if love be 


with the law in its 8pir 
he.» ei, wit requires 
Hence we | why the Deity requi 
of his creaturcs, their love, their gratitude and 
Praise ; it is because the spirit of obedience is at 
Lotve ccngene dhnd, wt rr pialh i ids 
ve con il, we must to : it 
is the life 'of obedience, and the 8um of all that is 
: ty gums up the whole; 
*my 80n, give me thy heart.” 
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Thus we have u__ of the nature, extent and | 
gpirituality of the law.” . Are there penalities an- 
nexed to this law? *Ans. . 
none in the decalogue expressed, | Placing the 
natural evils, corlsequential on disobedience, to 
the account of & penalty inflicted ; is the mistake 
of. most of our masters in Israel, Are they mas- 
ters in- Igrael, and yet not know these gs? 
God has wisely ordered, or established or conect- 
ed migery with transgression. Sin is the cause 
of which misery is the effect. Now 8uch an effect 
must and will follow from s8uch a cause. He, who 
goes counter to the law shadowed forth. to him, 
will as certainly feel the consequences, which.are 
migery ; as the _ pw cs into his bosom, 
will feel that he is burned. 

The on, in the sacred writings, 
which have been mistaken for penalties expressed, 
or as threatnings against sinners; are nothing more 
than assurances to sinful men, that the awful con- 
gequences of sin, -must and certainly will follow 
the commission of sin. 'This as8urance 1s often 
given, and is expressed frequently under the idea 
of anger and. wrath and fury ;. of judgments and 
destruction and desolations. But the evils which 
men.endure, are the effects of their own folly, and 
of that vanity to which they were made subject. 
For the creature was made subject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reason of him, who hath subject- 
ed the 8ame in hope. 'The idea of God's anger, 
fury, &e. I 8hall treat at large, when I speak of 
the 8criptures and their authenticity. Let it suffice 
us, for the present, to say ; that if can be love 
and then hatred; if he can be pleased and then 
angry ; if he can be without fury aud then full of 
fury ; he must, unquestionably, be changeable like 
ourselves. 

Are there any intimations of mercy, in the law, 
to the violaters of u? Ans- nd v6 Not 
any. tis an exhibition of the perfections of 
God, as a rule for witaton ; and no intimation of 
mercy in case of violation. Men, therefore, who 
8ee their deviations from this rule ; of conseauence 
feel their guilt; and the greater discoveries they 
have of the perfection of this rule, the greater 
will their imperfections appear; this will cause 
proportionable distress and trouble. 'This is that, 
which, by the clergy, has been denominated a law 
work.” *Sin, by the commandment,” in this cir- 
cumstance, * becomes exceeding sinful.* Thus, *the 
law enters, that the offence may abound; that man 
may 8ee his true character. He now, as a sick 
man, will see the heed of a physician; as a guilty 
man he will feel the necessity of mercy, and as a 
wretched and miserable sinner, he will s8ee the 
necessity of rest and salvation. 

To 8uch a man, the physician will be acceptable ; 
mercy will be precious; and rest and salvation be 
received with gratitude and eternal praise. Thus, 
the manif&tation of the divine perfections, as a 
— for our imitation, ny OR in hey Tagen ry 
0 3 CO m9 ify him ; becanse he sees an 
feels that he has pores in opposition, and that the 
temper of his heart, together with his words and 
actions, he himself being am, x etl been a vio- 
lation of this rule,  'Thus, by the deeds of the law 
Shall no flesh be justified. This is that law which 
the apostle Paul calls the law of sin and death, 
Rom, viii, 2. It is 80 considered from the effects 


Not any; certainly | 
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itself is holy, just and good. We shall make 8ome 
remarks and close this subject for the present. 

1. We noticed in the introduction to the divine 
law, that this law was as true an expression of the 
divine nature, as the gospel. 

If it be an exhibition of the moral perfections 
of the Deity, as a rule for our imitation ; it will, 
indisputably follow, that the moral perfections in 
both, 1. e. in law and goepel, are the same; that 
the difference only is this, that the law requires 
perfect obedience without an intimation of mercy 
expressed, in case of violation; but the gospel 
expres9es the fulness of mercy, even to the chief 
of 8inners. 

2, From the law itself, the gospel is argued by 
way of consequence. We have proved, under this 
article, that as the law requires us to love the Lord 
our God, with all our heart, &c. that this require- 
ment could never be svitable, nor we be under 
obligation thus to love him; unless he were lovely 
in himself, and displayed ls his loveliness, by 
loving his rationa] creatures "The requirements 
then of the law are a proof of God's love to us; 
and as these requirements are universal ; it is a 
proof that his love 1s universal. 

'Thus, the law itself, argues the gospel ; not di- 
rectly, but by consequence; for the gospel is a 
direct and full manifestation of God's love to all 
men, which the law for wise purposes, seemed to 
conceal. 

Thus, we shall find, that when any one would 
8uggest, that the law was against the promises of 
God ; or that the faith of the gospel went to under- 
mine the law ; that idea, in both cases, was strong- 
ly reprobated by the apostle. *Is the law, then, 

inst the promises of God? God forbid. * Do 
we make void the law through faith? God forbid ; 
yea we establish the law.'”—Thus law and gospel 
are harmonious. 

38. From this dissertation on the divine law, we 
may'8ee the analogy between the hiding of the 

ospel, for ages and generations, under the former 

ispensation, and its being hidden from individuals 
now, while the law, only, is in view. Under that 
digpensation, and 80 in this, it has had this effect, 
either to cut off all hope by despair; or if hope 
were cherished, it was Ds voy on 
their imperfect obedience. 

'The darkness of the Gentile world corresponded, 
very .much, with men who are now in stupidit 
| AN eearity;—do of the Jews, correspond- 
ed to a person e Shed in legality, with but a 
dim and imperfect view of ez while, in all 
ages, the discovery of the full truth of God's eter- 
nal love both in law and gospel, has had the most 
8alutary effect, of establighing men in substantial 
rest and everlasting gratitnde and praise. 


A MOTHER. 


Who that has suffered, even in 

sickness and despondency; Ss pined 
,on & weary bed in the neglect and loneliness of a 
foreign land, but kg 47. an on the mother that 
looked on his childhood, 800thed his pillow, 
and administered to his helplessnegs. Oh! there 
is an enduring tenderness in the love of a mother 


of it in a n's mind: it convinces of sin, and. 
works denth by way of: consequence ; yet the law 


| to.a 8on, that transcends all other affections of the 
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heart, It is neither to be chilled by selfighness, 
nor daunted by danger, nor stifled by 
nor weakened by worthlessness. She will sacri- 


fice every comfort to his convenience ; she will 


gurrender every pleasure to his ay av 8he 
will glory in his fame, and exult in his prosperity, 
and if adversity overtake him, he will be dear- 
er to her by misfortune—and if disgrace settle 
upon his name, she will still love and cherish him 
—and if all the world beside cast him off, 8she will 
be all the world to him.” 


_ 7 
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TRANSFER OF THE © UNIVERSALIST 
EXPOSITOR? tro TEx UNIVERSALIST, 

We the subscribers, Proprietors of the * Uni- 
versalist Expoeitor' hereby transfer all our right 
and title to said work to the Editors and Proprie- 
tors of the * Universalist,' for which we receive a 
reasonable compensation. | 

The * Universalist? is well conducted, its a 

arance is neat, and we trust that it will sustain 
the elevated character of the Expositor, and be an 
acceptable substitute with our patrons. 

We tender our thanks to the Patrons of the 
Expositor for the aid which they have extended 
to us for its 8upport—but the encouragement has 
not been 8ufficient to justify us in continuing the 
publication. 

Subscribers obtained for the Expositor which 
have not been returned to us—may be returned, 
to the © Editors of the Unriversarrsm.” 


Marsn, CAPEN anD Lyon, 
WarrT and Dow. 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE UNIVER= 
SALIST EXPOSITOR, 


The Editors of this paper having become the 
Propnetors of the © UniversaiisT ExeosrTos, it 


is due to the Patrons of that Publication, and to | 


the public generally, to state the facts and circum- 
stances which haye led to this result. They are 
briefly the following :— . . 

During the two years of its existence, the Ex- 
positor has not received sufficient patronage to 
defray its actual expenses. Since the close of 
the 8econd volume, renewed exertions have been 
made to extend its circulation ; with but indiffer- 
ent 8uccess. Circumstances do not warrant its 
continuance. It has been deemed advisable to 
unite it with the * Universalist,' and the proprie- 
tors have purchased of Messrs Marsh Capen and 
Ly_ and Waitt and Dow, the Right; Title and 

their interest in the establighment, with a view 
to a union of the two publicationg&s.T} 
ter of the © Universalist, the rapid-inerease 
gubscribers, the neatness of its execution, its con- 
venient- form and size for binding, the very low 
rate at which it is afforded, and the talent already 
enlisted to render its columns interesting, and 
useful to the denomination, —these were 80 many 
considerations which conspired with the known 
condition of the Expositor, in 8uggesting the pro- 
pomp _- expediency of the measure which has 

en _ 
No efforts will be spared to render the *Uni- 
versalist le to the Patrons of the *Ex- 


of its 


wc rf It will contain a full share of the 8ame. 
re 


, together with a variety of 8uch 


articles as will, we think, be no less interesting 


> charac- | 


and- profitable. And begides—a volume of the 


| *Universalist? will contain more than froice as 


much readi tter as a volume of the © Exposi- 
tor,” for one half the price. % 

This number of the *UniverSalist will be for 
warded to the former patrons e *Expositor, 
with the hope of its being regarded as an accep- 
table substitute. Should any prefer not to receive 
it, they will please to enclose the number gent, in 
a wrapper, and return it, at their earliest con- 
venience, addressed {{F=* Universalist, Boston 
Mass.'.£]) Such as do not return it without un- 
necessary delay, will be considered as 8ubscri- 
bers for the © Universalist* for one year, and will 
have the back numbers sent them the com- 
mencement of the current volume. Agents for . 
the *Expositor* will confer a fayor by continuing 
to act in that m—_— for this paper. We flatter 
ourselves that di 


—_— 


interest themselves in extending its c . 
ubscribers to the Expositor in this city, 
will have a number of the Universalist left at 
their dwellings - by our carrier; and, after. they 
have had time to peruse it, will be waited upon, 
that they may have an opportunity to make known 
their wishes, . | v0 
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A PRAYER. 


Heaven bless thee in the morn ! 
While the sun its rays is 8ending 
O*'er the dew-drop on the thorn, 
With golden light and life descending ; 
Ere the kan, day is born— 
Heaven bless thee in the morn ! 


On ago 
ocean, 
*Mid the dangers far away, 
In anxious fears and fond emotion, 
In thine absence hear me pray— 
Heaven bless thee in the day. 


Heaven bless thee in the night ! 

While the weary world are sleeping, 

F brings, in visions bright, 

When Fas ws the worn's pale Liebe 
ar moon's , 
Heaven bless thee in the Sony 


Heaven bless thee in thine bome ! 

Where.thine own awaits to cheer thee ; 

There to rest, no more to roam, 

With all that can to life endear thee ; 

No more to brave the ocean's foam— 
Heaven bless thee in thine home ! 


E—— 


The dearre to 8ay things which no one ever 8aid 
makes 8ome people say things which no one ought 
to 8ay. | 3411} 

*Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord 
with my whole heart, in the assembly of the up- 
right, and in the congregation. ? 


| DEDICATION. 
The new Universalist Meetinghouse in Frami m, 
will be dedicated to the worship of God, on arr 
next. Services to commence at 11 o'clock, A. M,—The 


- \ 


Univercaliat Clergy generally are invited to attend. 'Ser- 
Kh aokg 0g ga TY Ot l: 


\ 


LEONARD W. KIMBALL.....PRINTER. 


